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to-back years. And we congratulate you for 
that feat. Pretty good deal to win big bowls 
and study hard and prepare to serve your 
Nation. 

I appreciate the fact that the Navy of-
fense led the nation in rushing. And second 
place to the Navy rushing record was the 
mighty Texas Longhorn team—[laughter]— 
whose offensive lineman only weighed 
about 40 pounds per person more. 

Seniors on this team have led one of 
the most dramatic turnarounds in college 
football history. Navy has won 26 games 
in the past 3 seasons after winning just 
3 games during the previous 3 years. The 
seniors are the sixth class in Academy his-
tory to have beaten Army all 4 years. 

The lessons learned on the football field 
are preparing you all well for your next 
mission, which is winning the war against 
the terrorists. Every player on this team 
works hard to win on Saturday afternoons, 
but like the rest of your Midshipmen, your 
top priority is preparing to defend this Na-
tion. 

The thing I appreciate about the folks 
here is that when it came time to serve 
our country, they said, ‘‘I volunteer to 
serve. I recognize there’s something more 
important than life, than serving myself. I 
want to serve my nation.’’ And for that 
the American people are really grateful. 

The leadership and discipline and team-
work you have learned not only on the 
field of play but at the Naval Academy 
will serve you well as you become commis-
sioned officers in the world’s finest military. 
And I assure you, and I know the Members 

of Congress assure you, we intend to keep 
our military the world’s finest military. 

This Nation is at war, a war we are going 
to win. And many of your teammates are 
serving and sacrificing at this very hour. 
And we send our prayers and best wishes 
to them. I appreciate the service of people 
like Marine First Lieutenant Brian Stann, 
a former Navy linebacker who was awarded 
the Silver Star last month for his actions 
and his bravery in Iraq. 

Today, there are sailors and marines who 
are leading vital missions in Afghanistan 
and in Iraq and around the world. Grad-
uates from the Naval Academy patrol the 
world’s oceans to keep deadly weapons out 
of the hands of the terrorists and are main-
taining America’s command of the seas. 

You protect our Nation, and equally im-
portantly, you’re laying the foundation of 
peace for a generation of Americans to 
come. And so we’re here to first and fore-
most honor a really fine football team and 
present the Commander in Chief Trophy. 
But as well, we pay tribute to men and 
women who wear the uniform of the 
United States and say, thank you from the 
bottom of our collective hearts for pro-
tecting us. 

My God bless the Midshipmen, and may 
God continue to bless our country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Paul Johnson, head 
coach, U.S. Naval Academy football team; 
and Vice Adm. Rodney P. Rempt, USN, Su-
perintendent, U.S. Naval Academy. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Members of the Senate 
April 25, 2006 

I want to thank the Members of the 
United States Senate for joining on a very 
important discussion, and the discussion 

was how to get a comprehensive immigra-
tion bill out of the United States Senate. 

I will report to the American people that 
there is a common desire to have a bill 
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that enforces the border, a bill that has 
interior enforcement—in other words, a bill 
that will hold people to account for hiring 
somebody who is here illegally but a bill 
that also recognizes we must have a tem-
porary-worker program, a bill that does not 
grant automatic amnesty to people but a 
bill that says, somebody who is working 
here on a legal basis has the right to get 
in line to become a citizen. 

I thank the Members, both Republicans 
and Democrats, for taking on this really 
hard, hard assignment. It’s important that 
we reform a system that is not working. 
It’s important that we uphold the values 
of the United States of America. It’s impor-
tant that we treat people with dignity. 

And I strongly believe that we have a 
chance to get an immigration bill that is 

comprehensive in nature to my desk before 
the end of this year. 

And again, I want to thank both the Re-
publicans and Democrats for the spirit of 
hard work. I particularly want to thank Sen-
ator Kennedy and Senator McCain for tak-
ing the lead on this important bill on the 
floor of the United States Senate. And I 
assured the Members that I look forward 
to working with them as they try to get 
a bill out of the Senate by Memorial Day 
and into conference. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:23 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a 
Request for Additional Funds To Support Recovery Efforts in the Gulf 
Coast 
April 25, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
To provide additional resources to assist 

the greater New Orleans region to continue 
its recovery from the devastation of Hurri-
cane Katrina, I ask the Congress to con-
sider the enclosed requests for an addi-
tional $2.2 billion for the Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps), which is in addition to 
amounts requested on February 16th. This 
additional amount is offset by a $2.2 billion 
reduction in the amount requested on Feb-
ruary 16th for the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency’s Disaster Relief 
Fund. 

The revised Corps request, which now 
totals $3.7 billion, replaces the previous
supplemental request for the Corps that 

was submitted on February 16th. This re-
vised request supports the Administration’s 
commitment to further enhance the levee 
system in parts of the New Orleans area 
to meet Federal 100-year standards of pro-
tection. 

I designate these proposals in the 
amounts requested herein as an emergency 
requirement. 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Acting Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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